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conduét of every fubjet of the flate, Our hap-

inefy in this particular is fcarcely to be parel-
felled; What fatisfaétion muit every truly good
citizen feel, wiren he refle€ts on this our p:olper-
ous fituation - When he confiders the torce of
virtue and digmty, united with ftation ?nd cha-
racter, and the etf=ts which do neceflariiy retult
from fo happy a combination ? By the influence
of thefe, the difficuities which have hitherto ob-
firuéted a tree deciaration of fentiment3 on tie
moft important occafions, are now happily re-
moved. ~ Liberty o1 fpeech hath taken place of
formai punéilio, anda expreflions, which huve
heretoto:¢ been falfely deemed illiberal and ab-
ufive, have received the fantion eof high breed-
ing ond refined tafte; nay, what is infinitely
more valuab.e, they have besn proved to be the
genuine, efientinl” offspring of a conttitution
tounded in frezdom, and the very perfeétion of
liberty andandepencence. ;

Frovidence, who furnithea man with the power
of fpeech as well as ot thougt, hus been profute
ly bountiful in each partsculur.  Ihe moial iaw,
which, as et forth in 1ts long eftabhifhed fyftem,
hath been weak.y fuppoicd to have been intenued
3s a reftraint on voty, is in moft inftances the
fhere creature of human i.vention, evidenty
calculated to abiidge and defpeil us ot thofe mout
ineftimable gifts cf nature, .

1n the formation ot focisties thofe natural rights
alone are given up, or are atterwards fubject to
be t.ken trom individuals, whicn in any manner
impede, or do deftroy the good and well being
ot the whole, ‘fo deprive a fingle cit.zen of a
right, which is not neceflarily conducive to that
end, is a manielt injury ; it is an act fuoveifive
of the very purpofes for which focicties weie
furmed, and tabretore not to be exercifed in any
community. [ fpeak in the Janguage of free-
dom, and rot of precedent. 1 am aware that
many inflances may be adduced againft me of
extraorcinary exertions of power, ane thefe fup-
ported by fpecivus reafonings, In goveinments
which iiave besn recuted tiie moft tree, and in
which the rights of the fubjeét have in other
cafss been guarded, and preferved with the ut-
molt vigilance 2nd fteadinets.  But thele -
ftances ferve vather to prove fome o1 ginal defeét
in the inftituticn, or a vicious adminittration of
fuch governments, than a right in them to in-
tesfere in or diminifh the naturai inalicnable ires-
dom of the fubjet. i

It is a matter worthy of obfervation, that the
firit (fforts of tyranny have ever been accomp.:-
nied with-attem,.ts to deftroy (he important pri-
vilege of peech. ) he voice of an injured in-
dignant ccmplainant is grating to the ears ot the
oppr.flor. 1t h-comes his intereft to ftifie the
clamour, that hi. fecurity may not be endan-

er d by a publication of his oppreflions, I
En(-w ther. are tome nien who think, and they
alieye among. the reft cuftom and precedent in
furpoit of ticir opinion, that this right, hke all
other human piiviieges, 1s circumicribed, and
coufined vath n certain limats, and that all be-
yond thefc is unweriantabie exceis.  Fut cultom
and pre.edent riquire a foundation in reafon,
If thcy want this 1uppert, their authority wiil
have nttie wei ht wit:: a free and thinking nin.’
ana what reafons can juttity and fupport a doc-
trine of fuch a nature?

‘Thofe governn.ents which have endeavoured
to impo:e 1ettraints upon the frcedom of the
mind, hove ever been def rvedly efteemed the
molt flavith and difpatic.  Next to thefe may be
ranked fuch as aim at a reftraint on the liveity
or the tongre. In the firft inftance the natural
rights of men have feldom been called in quef-
tion, or violated, except in matters of religion,

the exercife of itin its tull extent, nay may feem
to require it, yet the citablithed rules ot decency
db certainly forbid a too liberal uie of it, Here
again 1 have to encounter prejudice, not realon.
1 am fenfible there are certain terms in every

language appropriated to the ufe of the vuigar,

Custom hatn confirmed their title to them, and
it 15 deemed an infringement ot their privileges
in a perton ot higher breccing to atlu. ¢ « thle
eit.emed unqucltéably thars,  but happily
this prejudice is in & fair way cf being removed,
A detett in their title of exclufive ufe hath lately
been difcovered, and the practice of gentienien
of the firlt ¢iltin¢tion and charuéter wiil toon de-
feat the ill-founded clann of immemotrial cuftom,
. There is another muftaken notion, which pre-
vails amonglt men of a peculiar caft, and isma-
futed on by thiem with much earnettness and
warmth, 1 hey atiert that there 15 a certain se-
fp:ct due to ail puolic bo.ies ; that in fpeaking
of them, itis lngh y smpioper, and unjuitifiable,
to make ule o} wa t are luicd aovutve, injurious
expicthions ; expretiions thet may tend to effzn
thuir contequen € aud autionty, ‘1 he reafons
given in oppolition to the 1:ght of uttering our
fentiments 1n tius cate with tue fame freedom,
we may do in others, are curicus, though 1 muit
con.efs not new. It is pictendard, h . tue au-
thority and energy ot ai, pubiic Loties uithe d. -
liverauve kind, particua y icy ilative, drpend
upon their reputation for witdum . nd inte nty
that the conficence repoied 1n t.an, an! the o-
bedience paid to them, aite evir provort vael to
the luppoled prevalence of thete quaiucs: here-
tore an aztempt ot any kind to uuju.e thewr © a-
raét.r 1n (heie particulars, is a b.ow aimed at the
very 100t of their power and extiziiee 5 and that
as theie 15 a conititutiondl nec- ity or :h;ir cil-
de«youring to cor.diuz than beng and aut.o.i-
ty, 1n order to «ftedt tie puipoles tor which they
were inittuted, there is coniequently an inhgent
night in them to enquire intv, and by any means
that may appear to tiien neoefidiy, to prevert
the eff-tts of any attempts ti.at have veen or may.
be made, to duniith their authority, or thet
m2y in their coniequences tend to that end
The opinions of fages .in poatics and iaw aie
cited to lupport this doc¢uing, and the a0 ute
neceflity ot the tiing urgeu in the vne molt prefl-
ing terms and manuer, ’

but how teebie are fuch arguments? = he
opinions of men however dutinguith’, by their
abuities, learning, ana cImICulT however they
may be vinsrated ¢n account cf thew antiqu ty,
any the jespect wihich lrats vcen - wn themin
ali ages, and by all oruus of men, may never-
theleis Le erroncous, 5 he meae pofhwility of
this 1s a proot tuat they are fu, wuen contr.ry
fenuments begin  generally. to prevail in a
niore cnaghtened age, and amengft n.en of more
eniarged unaciiland.ngs. 1t is not my tention
to coinpument the pr tzat times, and tie prelent
generauon. It 1 un acknowledgement duz to
their abundant merit; .nd I am fincerely of
opiniou, 1t we continue 1 the pretent rapid
courie of unprovement in political matters, the
fiience of politics will in a {fhort time recerve the
finithing ftroke of perfection. all that can be
imagin’d, or faid on the tubjcé, will be exhauit-
ed.  New principles, new reafonings adopted,
and the whoie fystem eflentialiy altered. [he
uacommon advantages that muit neceflarily flow
trom a (hange fo favourable to iiverty, will
quickly be experienced by all ranks of men, and
government, wnich has heretofore been etteemed
at beft a necetfary evil, will affume a new ap.
pearance, and be acknowledged as the choiceft
gift of bieaven,

»
Although the @&ri€t laws of nature may juRify

would for ever have loft the fervices of )
P. P. and his club, and were it pofiible’
fame&rhxciplcwould not prevail amongf ug e
this ftate might alfo run the hazard of’ ) ey
fervices ot fome future P. P. and his w:&g ]
fociates.
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: By his, EXCELLENCY :
THOMAS s1IM LEE, ) I8
GOVERNOR OF MARYLAND,
A PROCLAMATIQYN
AT the requelt of the General Affen d
this itate, I do hereby appoint Thurfd y&
feventh day of December next, to be obfervy
throughout this {tate as a day of public thaak(
giving and prayer, agreeably to the recomme,
dation contained in the annexed a&t of ¢op
G IV EN at Annapalis, this eleventh vl
November, in the year of our Lord in
thoutand feven hundred and cighty,
) THO. sIM'Lep
By his EXCELLENCY's command, ;
L. JonNson, junior, fzc.
GOD SAVE THE STATE,

PROCLAMATION,
WHEREAS it hath peafed Almj
God, the Father of ail mercies, amid#t the g
fitudes and calamitics of war, to beftow olef
on the peopie of thefe ftates, which call tor the
devout and thank‘ui acknowledgments, my
elpe.iaiy in the late remarkable in!erpoﬁtio':“}
his w tchful prov vence in refcuing the perfonsf
our commandcr in chiet and t. e army from iy
m:nent «angers, at tie moment when treaky
was nipenied for exzcution; in profpering the b
ou:s ot the nuibandmen, and ciufin g the e
to yie.d its incicac tnoplentitu hivetts; ag]
aLov. 4L in .ontinuing to us the enjoymest o

the Luipei of peace ¢ ;

It is theic ore recommende! to the feyenl
ttaies to et ap.rt Thuriday tne icventh day o
D:cemn ves iext, to be oblerved asa day of pub
nena kigova and payer; that al the peosid
way clicmb con that day to celebrate the praig
of uu. Divine benctiftor; re contefs our ya
wonaine s of the kaft of his favours, and
off=r our fervent (uppitcations to the God of aff
gface ; thau it mty pieaie hum to pardon ex
heinous tran.gredlio s, a.d incane our hearts g
tiue future to ke p all is laws; to comfort
releve our brethren who are any wite aflilted o
d.ttretled; to fmiie upon our’ hufbandry
trade; to drrect cur public councilsand lead o
f rces by 1und aud 1ca to victor, ;- to take oul
iliuttrious wiy under his fpecial protection, ax
to t.vour our joint councils and ex:rtions ks
the etavlithm:ntot 1pecdy und permanent peace;
to cherifh aii fchools and 1eminaries ot educatica
and to caufe the knowledge of chriftianity ‘g
fpread over all the earth.

Done in congrefs, this eighteenth day of
O¢tober, 1730, and in the fifth year of

independence of the Uniteu s f A
rica, e i
SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, ent,
Atteit, :
CHARLES | HOMSON, fe ret:ry,
BART AP 303 B G i BB BN
ay. (o) B.E §$ OL D, .
LIKELY NEGRO WOMA
about thirty years ot age, with two ct
aren, on: nine yeais old, the other about
months. She is an exceedimg good cook, als
and pafte maker. applyto G. Wn?nx at M

Ogle's plantation, near annapolis. tf

~ where priefts and fanatics have aiwaysclaimed a

privilege to domineer. In civil cafes there are
few inftances of it. but what is even this great,
this boafted right, it not united with the other.

.....—_The very purpofes far which they were bath evi-
E y

dently ipten ied, would Be fruttrated by a fepa-
ration. That a man is free to think what ke
pleales, is a pofition founded in nature and rea-
fon; that he is alio tree to exprefs his thoughts
in what terms, on what occafions, and about
what perfors it may fuit his humour to fpeak, is
an undeniable confequence of the above maxim ;
for were it not fo, of what avail would his for-
mer right be? It would be in moft cafes ufelets
and unneceflary. Inftead of an advantage, it
would often prove a burden and a torment.
There is a maxim with divines, that Providence
hath made nothing in vain. To deny the truth
of the foregoing pofitions, is little lefs than to ar-
raign the meiit and perfetion ot her nobleft
work :

some men will think I have gone too far in
aflerting this right in fo extenfive a latitude,

. t

Jam redit & virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna,

Jam nova progenies ceeio.denuttitur alto.
Such will be the happy confequences of an uni-
vertal, unreftrained freedom ot fpeeck.

. . Ldo-not know-that 1 can better-illoftrate. the -

foregoi..g remarks, than by referring iny readers
to the celebrated memoirs. of the renowned P. P.
parith clerk. They will there find the immenfe
advantages the kingdom of Great-Britain derived
from the lucubrations of a club of worthy
ftatefinen who dared to think for themfeives,
and to fpeak their minds with a manly freedom ;
and although the partiament at ficft took umbrage
at their behaviour which they termed licentious,
they afterwards recanted, and did. them the
juttice to a.knowledge their profound fkill in
matters of ftate; cf this they were fo well con-
vinced, fay the memoirs, that whatever P, P
and his club afterwards devifed, even that did
they, This inftance evinces the utility, as well
as right, of delivering our fentiments without
referve, or refpett of perfons; for had it not
been done in tnis remarkable cafe, Great-Britain

Prince-George's county, Nov. 16, 17%.
IL L be lold by the fubfcribers, to tie
highett bidder, on the the joth inf:
at\Mr. Alexander H., Magruder's tasern, o
Patuxcnt.river,-{everal-hogtheads—of crop tobs
co,. the money to be paid on the day of fale, #
which time the notes will be deiiveicd,
thoie who have any claims againit the citated
Mr, George Gantt, late of FPiince-Geors!
county, deecafed, are once mere requeit ‘e
bring them in‘rroxm Bauthepdcajgi, bt U
may be adjufted by Kl
) HANNAHA X, executri
/‘X]AME DA ccupigd
T'OLEN out of the houfe of the fubferiba
ot Monday the 20th jnftant, a pair of elegisg
SHOE BUCKLES, inlaid with gold, of &
large fize, and of the newett fathion. A re
of one thoufand dollars will be given to &
perfory who will deteét the thief, fo that beo
the mxly i
{0
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